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Behold, I will do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it
| will make a way in the wildernes:

and rivers in the desert Isaiah 43:19

All Aboard, Siblings in Christ!
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program year and see where God takes us on this journey of faith. We are excited. We have newof 1 UP OT U8 w+
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Our fall focus will be on discipleship. What does it mean to follow Jesus? Where might that lead us? Our United
Church of Christ Statement Ol W®%EDUT WEPEUWUUWUOW?EEET xOwO0T 1 wEQUUWEDBE W
financially | to our belief system| to our world view | U QwOUUwx UPOUPUPT Uy w6 T 1 Ul zUwOI
follow faithfully? These questions and more will be tackled as we move through the ordinary time of autumn.

Our Sunday School Program will be integrated with the Scriptu re and lessons that are taught to the adults. The
Youth Ministry report outlines this program. We are looking forward to the opportunity for parents and their
children to discuss and practice the lessons of faith. Please take a moment to thank the folks wto are committed to our
children and youth programs. They offer us a labor of love and commitment.

We have adult program offerings as well. There are three Bible Studies, Pub Theology,Fall Faith Groups, and a
Meditation Meetup. The details are on the back page and within. If you are interested in finding a place to further
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Evening Worship at 7 pm for all ages| come and be refreshed and renewed.

We need many hands on Rally Day, Sunday, September 15 bring a salad or desert to share. If you are able we
will need help setting up at 9 am, cleaning up, and for those with strong backs - lugging the tables and chairs upstairs.

If you have a pop-up awning to lend, that would be great too! We will worship together at 10 am, the children will
enjoy their first Sunday School lesson, and then we celebrate with a BBQ outside on the parking lot. There will be
food, fun, and games. If you are able, please park acOU U w01 | wUOOUI I OwEQw. z" 606060600 wbdU

Mark your calendars now for an Historic Hike on Sunday October 13. Matt Ahern will of fer historical
interpretation at Governor Thomas Dudley Park and Two Brothers Rocks. Details within.

| am excited to announce that we have received the Lilly Grant to support my sabbatical travels next year. The
grant will also fund some of the church costs associated with my leave taking. A pastor can only receive one Lilly
Grant, and | am thankful that our ap plication was accepted. | have three goals for my sabbatical The first is to root
my faith story in the past through experience of scriptural places . The second is to bond deeply with my family,
connecting me to the love that sustains me. The third is to unleash my creativity through learning a new creative
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ASSOCIATE PASTORZ M ESSAGE

Dear friends,

As a community of faith, we are on a journey. Jesus invites us to follow, to becomedisciple$ learners and lovers
of his way of love and justice. And if we accept that invitation our lives will never be the same.

This fall we will be exploring the who, what, where, and why of discipleship . We will be learning how to follow
Jesus in worship, in small groups, in acts of service, and in discerning how we as a congregation can most wisely
invest in the work of transforming lives and bettering our community and world.

. OwxETT wt OwadUz OOwi bOE wE O thédjyurneyYnBdrdandite joliriey autydrdd|l edvieL
invite you to walk with us this fall. Notice all the practices of deepening and ministering we can take up!

Are you ready to move forward on your own journey? Ready to take the next step? Come talk with Rev.
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on this journey together. And it is our joy to accompany you | and to be accompanied by you| along the way.

Soth—

associatepastor@fcchbillerica.ord cell: 508.471.8667

Peace,

Come home, come home,
all ye who are weary
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RALLY DAY, SEPTEMBER1S
"OO01 wEI O1 EUEUT wUT T wOx1 ODOT wOi wlOT 1T wxUOT UEOQwal E U w
Choir will lead us to that heavenly place where & OEz Uwx Ul Ul OET wOPi UUwUUwUx 6 u
new friends as we worship God, learn to follow Jesus, and find ways to serve the community and the world.

Can you help with Rally Day? We need help setting up, cleaning up and everything in betw een. Desserts,
saladst yes, we need them. Help getting food to the grillers and then to the tables? Yes. Hosting a family
EDOT OwOUwWUUDPYDPE W EOI v wupsshett Guisikiethe Baslor gruwall Baryh ib theg office Etw U
97866384330r Sandy at 510-329-2169.
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HOW CAN | MOVE FORWARD

ON THE JOURNEY OF DISCIPLESHIP?

Give to the church’s mission

Show up for our interfaith
partners

t Be in solidarity with our siblings in faith

t Meet and serve neighbors at the
Billerica Community Pantry

1t Collaborate for the welfare of the
community

JOURNEY INWARD

DEEPENING

Serve folks who are sick, hungry,
marginalized, and in prison

our relationships with self, with t Serve meals at the Boys & Girls Club
each other, and with God T Break bread with folks experiencing
revealed in Jesus Christ homelessness at Lowell Transitional

Living Center
t Join a Habitat for Humanity rehab in
Billerica

Worship
t+ Sunday Morning (10 AM)

Vibrant & full of praise; held year-round
+ Wednesday Evening (7 PM) MINISTERING
Quiet & contemplative, with communion; held Sept-June
in the world so as to transform

Small groups (Circles) , it toward God’s realm
Get connected and go deeper in of love and justice

reflecting on faith as it shapes our lives
JOURNEY OUTWARD

Seasonal (fall, Lent in winter/spring) for about 6 weeks

Bible studies No EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!
1 Let's Talk Bible Tuesdays 6-7 PM

A creative & contextual look at passages for Sunday worship

T Exploring the Bible Wednesdays 11-noon

Learn the stories of scripture by reading in order

t Recovery Bible Study Fridays at 6:30 PM

Work the 12 Steps in conversation with scripture

Prayer & Sabbath-keeping

T Meditation Meetup Tuesdays 7:30-8:30 PM
Reconnect with body & spirit through guided meditation

1 Personal devotions



/ AMAZON WILL DONATE 0.5% \

OF YOUR PURCHASE TOTHE CHURCH

Select First Congregational Church inBillerica now!

amazon

You shop. Amazon gives.

If you are an Amazon shopper, you can designate the church to receive half of a percent of what you have
spent. Go to smile.amazon.com and select First Congregational Church in Billerica as your charity. If you
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All you can eat
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First Congregational Church, 18 Andover Rd., Billerica

@ o Saturday, September 21, 57 pm

— Mark your calendars and plan to bring your friends to this
delicious supper. Adults $10, Children $6.
A

Order "Dinners to go" by calling 978-663-8433

If there is no answer, please leave a detailed message

New England
Boiled Dinner
Orders may be picked up Sat. during the dinner

b or Sun. morning 11:15-11:45am.



YOUR TRUSTEES AW ORK

The Trustees have been working hard to develop a workable budget, while moving forward with the building
project, the feasibility study for the capital campaign, the capital campaign, and writing grant proposals.The
architects, d.a.kinsella, have completel the CODE COMPLIANCE ASSESSMEN & REPAIRS FEASIBILITY
REPORT. Please go to our website, fcchillerica.org to read the report, or if you do not have access to the
online report you will find hard copies in the hall outside of the Parlor. The upstairs hallway will have a display
that keeps you updated on the Building Project and the Capital Campaign.

There are a number of things the Trustees will be addressing at our Congregational Meeting on October 6.
Members are encouraged to attend the Congregational Meeting and vote on the items presented that will

affect the future of the church. Non -membersDthose we say are in Active FellowshipgDare encouraged to
attend the meeting and witness to how God works within our Congregational Polity.

Our first order of business:

Whatis a Year? Calendar Year? Fiscal Year? School Year? Church Yeay

The confusion of these different kinds of years is the reason your Trustees are proposing a bylaw change
to be discussedand voted on at the October 6 Congregational Business Meeting. A few years ago the

N| A3 N| Z~ EXJ3 CJ-June\Bp.JThig hasTworked well forgcEurchiiprogramming and terms of
officers and committees. It has not worked well for the financial management of the church.

So, the bylaw proposal is to separate these two main business functions. Nominations andterms of offic e
would remain on a July 1- June 30 calendar with nominations voted at a business meeting in May. The
budget proposal and financial reporting would revert back to a calendar year with an Annual Meeting in
January. This would give the congregation a final financial report for the yearrather than the projected
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do end of the year accounting, budget planning, and consider their charitable giving.

The bylaw changes that are being requesed are:

Article Il OFFICIALMEETINGS
(a) The Annual Business Meeting of the Church shall be held within 6 weeks ofthe beginning of
fiseal the calendaryear, or as determined by Trustees. General Meetings of the Church shall be held
in Mareh May and in October as designated by the Church Council sixty days in advance.

Article IV TERM OF OFFICE
(a) With the exception of the Minister, all Officers listed under Article Ill and delegates to
conferences and councils, except as otherwise provided, shall be elected annually by ballot and shall
hold their offices until successors are elected and qualifed. Elections shall be held at the May
General meeting, with terms starting July 1.

(b) The election of Deaconsateach-Annual-Business-Meetingshall be for a three-year term.

(c) Atthe—election-of For the Board of Trustees atthe-Anndal-Business-Meeting, two (2) shall be
elected for a three- year term; except on the third year, when one shall be elected for a three-year
term.




At our Annual Meeting in May the Congregation approved a four month budget: JulyDOctober. The Trustees will
be presenting a two month budget (NovemberDDecember) for your vote, and presenting a projected 2020
budget in preparation for a January Annual Meeting (provided the bylaw change passes.)

As we prepare a workable budget we have cut costs for September and October. The operating budget has been
pared down. Our greatest expenses are salaries. We have reduced the Sepi3 ; J  ° -3 272" ° .~ o .
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be ten hours, and the PF Leaders stipends will be reduced to halfThese cuts will require the congregation to do

more work so that we can carry on the transforming work of this congregation. In everything we do, we seek to
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gives. With our eyes set on what God might wrought from us we turn our eyes to the future.
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The Trustees have hired Rev Bob Shire to do a feasibility study to see how much money we can
project to raise. This study will take place in November,J « J BEE «z - A3 N- «z*
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help guide us in the Capital Campaign.

Capital Campaign
We will run a Capital Campaign from February through April. The campaign will seek a
commitment over four years. Repair of the sill under the sanctuary is crucial, and will allow us to
add an elevator that will be accessible to all people. There are many repairs and updates that we
hope to do, dependent on the money that we can raise.

Grants
We are looking into historic preservation grants, and grants that support work within a
community. As we move forward with grant writing we will be looking for further input and
support from the congregation.

We are excited to be moving forward. We expect questions and concerns as we move forward. Following the
October 6 Congregational Meeting we will be holding several Q&A sessions during coffee hour. If you have
questions before that please contact any Trusteeor the Treasurer,0 2 8Z7Z$- « «- 3 Y

Phyllis Jennings, Chair Trusteesand John Keough, Linda Markunas, Russ Phippen, Pat Rogers
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EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY REPORT

The First Sunday of the month is Emergency Food Pantry day. Thank you for all your

generous donations to our emergency pantry. We are hoping you can bring something in on

the first Sunday of each month. This month we are looking for: pasta, sauce, tuna, cereal,
macaroni and cheese, hearty soups (Like Progresso), anned meals (like Chef Boyardee),
UOPOIl UwxExl UWEOEWEEOO! Ewi UUPUB w( Ul OUWEEQWET |

kpantry. Thank you for your support! /




Meditation™
Meetup

Tuesdays

Gathering at 7:30 pm
Meditation begins at 7:45 pm ———
Leave taking at 8:30 pm
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small groups of 6-8 6 gatherings (one/week)
PRAY « SHARE ¢ LISTEN « SNACK in-person online

LAUNCHING IN OCTOBER

[W7Contact Rev. Seth .
N

508.471.8667 * associatepastor@fccbillerica.org .
AN\




CRAFT & VENDOR
FAIR

Saturday, November9 -, 2019
9am ., 2 pm

Raffles ~ Crafts ~ Baked Goods

Come support your local crafters &
vendors while you shop for the holidays!

First Congregational Church
18 Andover Road Billerica, MA

*Proceeds of this fundraiser go to the First Congregational Church and its service to the community.



Youth Ministry News
We are looking forward to a great year with the children and youth of the congregation. Our Sunday School model
will be integrated with the lessons and message that the adults receive. The children will begin upstairs in worship,
and then be dismissed b Chapel. Following a short Chapel lesson they will go to their Sunday School Classrooms. The
full model is outlined below.

Our 8" and 9" graders will continue their Confirmation lessons. 9" through seniors in High School will plan a Mission
Trip for the Summer of 2020. Youth 6 ™D high school are invited to join the youth group, Pilgrim Fellowship (PF).

Sunday School Model 2019-20

Friday
Sunday School Announcement Parents will receive an email that gives the Scripture and focus of
?A«TIEZ" °XJIJN| «zY A| ~ «Z-33Jo°0 -« C BK JIBKB - MX
Sunday Shool Chapel leader (an adult Chapel leader will be assigned each weekQhildren will be
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Chapel

Prayer: (to read by a child)
Offering:
Invitation: (to be read by a child)

Offering received : (children will usher and receive offering. We will be teaching about giving to further
OX" A"z~ C-3| « °]X C-3KTW °KXJ X JKK-C E-A3 N||H

Blessing over the gifts: (to be read by a child)
Scripture reading: (read by adult or older child)
Video or skit: (3-4 minute enactment of Scripture lesson)
Reflection: (brief explanation by adult)
Dismiss to classrooms
Class
Prayer requests: (Children will offer prayer concerns, recorded by teacher)
Bible story discussion: (What was the lesson about? How does it apply?)
Bible story project: (worksheets and crafts about lesson)
Bible story games: (games with lesson theme)

Closing prayer: (prayer will include requests children offered)

Sunday night

Family devotion: Parents will receive an update on what was taught during Sunday School and a
devotion to use during the week (ie, a blessing for the table, or a bedtime prayer.) This will be sent to the
parent email group and Sunday School Facebook page.

i LOOKING FOR ACOLYTES I

! If your child is interested in assisting with the lighting and extinguishing of the candles before and after
service, they are wanted! The only requirement is that they are in the fourth grade or above. Please see

i Angela Hiott, email her at ang517@hotmail.com or call/text her at 978866-5531. Once the list of interested 1

B children is final, she will hold a short rehearsal after service and create a schedule for your child. Looking i

B forward to seeing old and new faces! 1

L--------------------------------I



SUMMER D EACONS REPORT

At the recent meeting of the Deacons there was a discussion about the possibility of Communion for home-bound members
of the congregation. One of the functions of the Deacons is to work with the Ministers to care for the needs of the congregation. The
Lay Shepherds visit and keep in touch with those who are not able to regularly attend Church, but there is no practice curren tly in
place to bring Communion to the home bound. The Deacons in conjunction with the Lay Shepherds will be s eeking input to
determine if there is a need or desire to have Communion brought to those who might otherwise not be able to participate in H oly
Communion, one of the two sacraments recognized by the United Church of Christ.

Another discussion concerning Communion was planning for World Communion Sunday which will be celebrated on
Sunday, October 6, 2019. While this may seem to be a little ahead of time, the Deacons wanted to have a plan to communicat the
Congregation. As in the past, we will ask tho se who wish to bring a loaf of bread for the service. The loaves will be brought forward
and dedicated during the Service of Communion. As this is also the date of our fall Congregational Meeting we will come toge ther in
Dale Hall after the service to continue our sharing of the bread and fellowship before the meeting.

Please watch for further details of these two discussions. Please contact any member of the Board of Deacons if you have
guestion or concerns. Peace and BlessingsJerry Simmons

USHERS REPORT
Fall brings the Church to life again!! Rally Day on Sept 15th starts it off. The ushers look forward to seeing you. New ushers are always
welcome. Consider being someone we can call on to helpwith the Offering or during a special service. Any questions talk to Ruthie
Elliott. Enjoy the coming s eason!

HIGHLIGHTS OF AUGUST OUTREACH M EETING
1. Because of our unique financial situation where we often have requests with deadlines for matching funds to maximize our
donations, we need current financial r eports. Carol will attend the next Church Council on August 21 to explain our need & Bob will
do the same at the next Trustees meeting on September3.
2. Ellen & Bob provided the luncheon for the THRIVE program on July 13 & Ellen also took part in the full day training session.
3. Don received an apology letter from the UCC for not sending out any information on the last special offering.
4. For big contributions, Bob suggested we simplify our giving by choosing 7 charities. If we have additional funds, we could give
smaller amounts to other requests. We decided to put any final decisions on hold till our Monday, September 16" meeting at 7pm.

CHURCH CoOUNCIL M EETING HIGHLIGHTS FOR AUGUST 2019
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YOUR GO GREEN M INISTRY PRESENTS :
EVERYTHING YOU NEED T O KNOW ABOUT RECYCLING
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Flynn Mogensen from the Sept./Oct. 2019 issue of Mother Jones:
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the US plastic, announced it would ban the import of 24 materials, including mixed plastics, largely because
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Please read andsavethese Billerica guidelines. Place them where you & family members have easy access to them.
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First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
18 Andover Rd.
Billerica, MA 01821-1916
(978) 6638433
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NON-PROFITORG
BILLERICAMA01821

W(;rship-Sundays and Wednesdays

7 pm Wednesdays

10 am Sundays =

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

TO REACH THE PASTOR O N CALL :
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The office will be staffed by volunteers on Wed

Sundays Worship 10 am followed by coffee hour
Tuesdays +1 Uz Uw3EQ@pw! PEOIT wuwi
Meditation Meetup 7:30 ¢ 8:30 pm
Wednesdays  Exploring the Bible 11 am¢ 12 pm
Worship 7 pm
Thursdays Choir rehearsal 7 pm
Pub Theology 7-9 pm @ Emerald Rose
Fridays Recovery Bible Study 6:30t 7:30 pm
Sept. 15 Rally Day! Sunday Schoolstarts
Sept. 18 Church Council meeting, 7 pm
Sept. 19 Aim Hi potluck lunch , noon
Habitat Info session at FCCB, 6 pm
Sept. 21 Yankee Doodle, we have a booth
N.E. Boiled dinner, 5 pm
Sept.22 #1 EEOOz Uudispr b O1
Sept. 24 Congregational Relations meeting, 7:30 pm
Sept. 26 Lay Shepherds, 10:30 am
Sept. 30 Community Pantry Distribution , 2-5pm

Coming in October:

Fall Faith Circles- look for sign up info

World Communion Sunday - October 6
Congregational Meeting - October 6
Historic Hike - Sunday October 13

Rev Dr Katherine Adams pastor@fcchbillerica.org
Rev Seth Robinson associatepastor@fccbillerica.org
Communications: Taryn Gillis

Dir Christian Ed: Tracy Rudenick
PF: Cindy Giardina  cgiardina72@comcast.net

PF: Andrea Doyle amdoyle361@yahoo.com

Music Dir: Timothy Jenkins  jenkinsta2@gmail.com

Sexton: Rachel Daughenbaugh rach.daugh@gmail.com

Moderator/ Church Coun cil Ed Reinecker
Clerk/ Church Council: Sue Hagel
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Asst Treasurer: JP Durand

Financial Secretary: George Bowman
Asst Financial Secretary: DonLovegrove
Auditor: Kim Warner

Trustees: Phyllis Jennings

Diaconate: Jerry Simmons 978376-8222 /Jenny Carmichael

Acolytes: Angela Hiott
Aim Hi: Gerry Healey
Congregational Relations: Jerry Simmons
Flowers: Jackie Phippen
Lay Shepherds: Glenda Lovegrove
Music: Ellen Killam
Junior Choir: April Goss -Baker
Outreach: Carol Young: 978-663-5658 &Bob Miner:
Youth Ministry: Dawn Salter:

Katie Verrocchio
Ushers: Ruthie Elliott
Generosity Ministry: Laura Bosworth

9786477873

5082455094
508-471-8667

communications@fccbillerica.org

9784170744
978476-1535
978257-7147
978-866-3204
9788881021
978667-5336
978987-0880
978667-3147
978667-4239
5104279443
978667-3596
978-790-3553
978-663-8193
978-987-1146
978-667-3274
9786588871
9783768222
9786636264
978-667-3596
978-670-6037
978-670-8993
978-667-2961
9782629927
603-3056290
9786679914
978-663-9259



